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Dedicated to promoting a better 
understanding of the black bear through 
education, observation and experience.
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Thank You for Your  
Generous Support!

SUSTAINING MEMBERS: 
LOU HADDAD & SHERI OLSEN, KATHY THOMPSON

FRIENDS OF THE CUBS:
DIANA YOUNG, NANCY DAWSON, DEBBIE TAPPAN, NICHOLAS RICE,  

SIMON WEAVER, JOY SCHOCHET & JONATHAN GREEN,  
RICHARD & DEBORAH BERNARDONI,  

CARL LINDQUIST & JOY VIETINGHOFF, LINDA TANTZEN,  
MARY KALEBAUGH, TOM & MARYBETH RUTKOWSKI,  

BRIGITTE SANDAGER, DAN & LYNN THORNTON, MARTHA & JAMES MOORE

SPECIAL DONATIONS 
$50.00 OR MORE: 

ANN GIOMBETTI, K. KARL, GREG & NANNETTE AMES

$500.00 OR MORE:
ERIC  TETENS, J & E TIRE CENTER,  

SPENCER & PATRICIA CAKE, DOROTHY MURRAY

Visit our new Web Site at Americanbear.org to check out our  
NEW online gift shop. Open 24/7 for your shopping convenience.
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From The Bear Den
Dennis Udovich, President 

As I write this report on March 1st we have 15 degrees below zero 
with a snow depth of 17 inches. The bears (and cubs) should be nice 
and cozy in their dens.

We use trail cameras at the sanctuary 12 months of the year. The 
last few years we have had an increase in timber wolves visiting the 
sanctuary during the winter. Is this because we put out food in the 

winter? No, we do not. The sanctuary has some of the best winter habitat along with the 
best thermal cover which brings in surrounding wildlife.

What is thermal cover? Thermal 
cover is when trees like cedar, 
balsam, and white spruce form a 
heavy canopy, like a roof. Snow 
hangs up in these dense trees 
which in turn leads to less snow 
that gets to the ground which 
makes it easer for deer to get 
around. The trees block the wind 
and the snow acts an an insulation 
keeping it warmer beneath the 
tree tops. This is what deer will 
use as a “yarding” area. And the 
deer are what attract the wolves. 

How does this cover benefit 
bears? On hot summer days bears will go into these areas to get away form the heat. 
What other wildlife benefits from this? The larger cedar and aspen trees (over 20 inches 
in diameter) make great denning trees for pine martin and fisher to raise their young.

Since 2006 we have used our trail cameras out at the sanctuary to see when the first bear 
arrives in the spring. was. The earliest we documented a bear by trail camera was on 
March 14, 2010 at 3:19 p.m. The  latest would be on May 8, 2013 at 1:08 a.m. 

Do we film the very first bears that come out of hibernation? No, not all the time. Our 
closest neighbors, Bois Fort residents, will sometimes see bears eating along side the 
road before we capture any on film.

Our board meeting was held in the Twin Cities in January 2016. These are a dedicated 
group of people on our ABA board. Resolution 2016-1 changed the length of a board 
member term from three years to two years. Look at page two for officer election results.  
We had a very busy three days with many great ideas and plans for 2016. Stay tuned!

Hope to see you this summer!
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Off-Season Projects BEARing Fruit…
By Ryan & Steph Horner

The bears may be hibernating, but that doesn’t mean that the staff members at the Vince 
Shute Wildlife Sanctuary are! The off-season, is from mid-October through the end of 
April, and is filled with all kinds of tasks that cannot otherwise be completed when we 
are so busy feeding the bears and educating the public during our hours of operation. 
People often ask us what we do in the off-season, so we’d like to give you a behind-the-
scenes look at everything that takes place in a non-profit organization, like the sanctu-
ary, to help it run smoothly all year round.

Our biggest project this year was partnering with W.A. Fisher out of Virginia, Minne-
sota to help create a new website that was more user friendly, while giving The Ameri-
can Bear Association a new look. Many hours went into creating a new look, updating 
our information and learning how to manage all of the features the site offers. Our new, 
and exciting, addition to the website this year is an online gift shop! The gift shop cur-
rently features about 70 items for sale, and it is growing each week. We run weekly 
sales, and offer free shipping for purchases of $75 or more. Visit the new shop today at:  
http://www.americanbear.org/shop/  To help keep our gift shop and online store stocked 
with the latest fashions and trends, we attend the Minneapolis Gift Mart in March over 
the course of five days. There are many vendors here, almost like a small shopping mall, 
so it takes quite a while to shop through everything that is there and decide what we want 
to carry in our gift shop for the upcoming year.

Now that the new website is up, that means the calendar is open for individuals to 
sign up for private photo sessions and the always popular photo workshops led by 
Eric Tetens and Tim Halvorson. This year Eric has workshops in June and August and 
Tim has one in June. We have had many people sign up for these already, so if you are  
interested, sign up soon as these fill up fast and space is becoming limited.

Another ongoing project we have been managing is a Facebook  
page for The Vince Shute Wildlife Sanctuary. 

A social media page is a first for the sanctuary in the 20 years 
of operation. We were a little unsure about it at first, but interact-
ing with all of our followers has been a huge hit and we love getting questions and 
comments on there and hearing all of the positive things everyone has to say about the 
sanctuary. If you have not done so already, find us on Facebook by searching for The 
Vince Shute Wildlife Sanctuary and like our page to stay current on your bear facts,  
upcoming events, and any sales taking place on the online gift shop, and of course lots of  
bear photos!

We are also now very busy with the hiring process for our upcoming 2016 season. This is 
probably our most hectic time of the year. We get many intern/volunteer applications from 

OFF-SEASON CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



BEAR IN MIND

DID YOU KNOW that contrary to pop-
ular belief BEARS do not have poor 
eye sight. Their vision is comparable 
to humans. They do see in color. Their 
close up vision is also good, and they 
can see well during the day and at 
night. Their hearing is excellent and 
like dogs they can hear high pitched 

sounds that exceed the human frequency range. They really beat other animals with 
their sense of smell. They have 100 times more nasal mucosa area than a human, 
have seven times the smelling ability of a blood hound, over 2,000 times that of a 
human and can detect scent miles away.

“The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, 
to be honorable, to be compassionate, to have it make some difference 

that you have lived and lived well ”   – Ralph Waldo Emerson

You can help fill your purpose in life by volunteering for ABA, or at the Vince Shute 
Wildlife Sanctuary.....it is a really a unique and honorable way to be useful.  

It stirs the compassion in ones soul, and it definitely helps make a difference. It can 
be a life changing experience. Live well, help make a difference.  

It can be a day, a week, or even an act. 
E mail us at Bears@americanbear.org for information  

or your thoughts on what you can do.

OFF SEASON CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

not just a wide range of ages, but from people all over the country, and world. Last year, 
we had the privilege of working with volunteers from Germany, the United Kingdom, 
and Italy! Right now we are sorting through all of the applications, sending out follow up 
emails, contacting colleges and universities, and setting up phone interviews. We are still 
looking to fill many positions, so if you are interested, love wildlife and are 18 or older, 
apply today at: http://www.americanbear.org/get-involved/volunteer

These are just a few of the projects that we have been working on. Hundreds of hours go 
into running the sanctuary during the off-season, not just by staff members, but by the 
dedicated board members as well. With that said, we are very excited to see the benefits 
of our work pay off during the 2016 season. We hope to see all of you at some point this 
summer!
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Open 5 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday - Sunday

with viewing continuing until dusk
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We are now closed for the season.
VSWS will re-open May 28, 2016
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Another Lifetime Achievement
Every year ABA awards a life time achievement award to one of 
its long time volunteers. To date there are so many we may have 
to start awarding more each year just to get all of them.

Tim Halvorson received the Lifetime Achievement Award during the 
summer of 2015. Below are some of Tim’s own words and thoughts 
on Volunteering at VSWS. 

I first came up to visit Vince and the bears in 1994 and fell in love with the place. I came 
back the next spring with my two boys and found  that it was now a sanctuary named the 
Vince Shute Wildlife Sanctuary. We visited for a couple of days. The next month I came 
up by myself to volunteer and met Bill and Klari Lea. I was put to work immediately and 
this was the start of my volunteering for the sanctuary.

The next year several of us met in the Twin Cities to explore ways we could help the 
sanctuary. We started the Twin Cities chapter of the ABA. We organized volunteers to 
help out at the VSWS, also located food sources, and look for whatever we could find for 
the sanctuary.

In 1999 John Pennoyer started doing photo workshops at the sanctuary to help raise 
money for the sanctuary. Shortly after that I was up there working and John had one 
of his workshops scheduled but needed 
someone to help out. I remember that 
Klari asked me if I would help. That I 
did and have been helping him out since 
he retired a couple of years ago. To raise 
more money for the sanctuary I also start-
ed doing photo workshops for the sanc-
tuary years ago and currently have been 
in charge of the photo workshops that we 
run for the sanctuary.

I served  on the Board of Directors for 
five years and still will do some advis-
ing on subjects when asked. I’ve done 
just about everything that can be done 
at the sanctuary from picking up bear 
scat (and I’ve done enough of that) to 
being in charge of running it for a day a 
few times. Been through all the physical 
jobs in the cold, wet times and the very 
hot times. 

ACHIEVEMENT CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
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What I do love is working on the deck when the public is there, because I love teaching 
people about the bears. It’s surprising when I get a small child that is very interested in 
learning about bears. It’s great to teach the next generations about the bears. They are the 
next ones to take over from us! I have also gone to schools to do some bear classes to help 
teach the kids.

The bears and sanctuary are in my blood and I’ll always do what I can to help VSWS. 
From helping out when I can, whether it be selling note cards in the gift shop, to helping 
raise money every year, to bringing food for the volunteers/interns every time I come to 
the sanctuary, or just talk to people about different aspects of life.

I have been volunteering at the sanctuary from the first year I visited in 1994. Each year do-
ing whatever I can to help out. It’s not just at the sanctuary, but behind the scenes at home or 
elsewhere. I guess I will be helping out for a long, long time somehow. Like I said before,  
IT’S IN MY BLOOD!!!

EDITOR’S NOTE Besides the achievement awards there are a lot of unsung heroes who have sacrificed for ABA/
VSWS. One such unsung hero is Mimi Udovich wife of Dennis Udovich, ABA President. I can only imaging how many 
ways and times Mimi has put Dennis and ABA ahead of herself for the sake of VSWS and the BEARS. I can only hope 
Mimi is aware of how much we all appreciate and thank her for all she has done behind the scenes. 

DID YOU KNOW that BEARS can live well into their thirties, but the 

chances  of doing so are pretty slim. Cub survival rate is less than 

50%. Bears in populated areas often only live to be four or five 

and very few actually make it to ten. The annual survival rate of Bears 

that do live past ten is between 50-80%. Bears do have good health and seldom 

get sick. Most bear deaths are caused by humans.

“When you are where wild bears live, you learn to pay  

attention to the rhythm of the land and yourself. Bears not 

only make the habitat rich, they enrich us just by being.” 
–  LINDA JO HUNTER FROM JOY OF BEARS
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Winter Bird Feeding
By Carolyn Laursen

By this last stretch of winter, the season often seems 
interminable. You may be wistfully thinking of  the 
warm days of summer each time you don your winter 
gear for a trip outdoors. Fortunately for us, the neces-
sity of being out in the cold can be limited to trips to 
and from the car, if we’re lucky. For wild birds and 
animals, however, it is not so easy. They not only have 
to expend energy simply living in the cold, but they 
also are faced with the prospect of needing to forage 
for food when there is simply not much food around. 
Compared to the abundance of berries, insects, and seeds naturally available in the sum-
mer, winter months can be hard due to the decrease in natural food available.
Putting out appropriate food for our winter avian neighbors is not only a great way to 
make surviving the cold a bit easier for them, but it also provides entertainment and edu-
cational opportunities for us and our children. If possible, set up your bird feeder (or feed-
ers) within view of a window of your home, keep an identification book and binoculars 
nearby, and see which species of feathered friends come to visit!
When choosing a location to set up your feeder(s), it’s important to create a set-up that 
will provide them with some protection from predators such as raptors or cats. Setting 
them up close to conifer trees will offer them a resting place where they can eat and be 
concealed. If you have placed the feeders close to your window and are experiencing 
collisions between the birds and your window, place the feeders within one to two feet of 
the window, or directly on the window (some stores offer feeders that attach to windows.) 
Reducing the space between your window and the feeder will decrease collisions since 
they will have to slow down to land on the feeder. 
When choosing a food for your feeder, consider the type of feeder you have as well as what 
the birds require in the winter, they need lots of energy that can be found in high-fat food. 
In general, you can’t go wrong with black oil sunflower seeds. They are nutritious, high in 
fat, and easy for small birds to crack open (striped sunflower seeds have a thicker coat and 
are not as easy to crack open.) They are also attractive to a variety of bird species, such as 
cardinals, jays, chickadees, finches, grosbeaks, nuthatches, and more. Peanuts are another 
excellent food source and might attract chickadees, woodpeckers, nuthatches and jays. 
Suet (beef fat) is a great option for insect-eating birds, such as chickadees, woodpeckers, 
and nuthatches. You can find suet cakes that contain bird seed in many stores (they are gen-
erally square and individually packaged in plastic). Plain suet is often available at grocery 
stores, and can be hung outside from a mesh bag such as an onion sack. 
Smaller birds, such as finches, redpolls, and pine siskins are attracted to niger/thistle seed. 
This seed tends to be a bit more expensive. It can be placed in tray feeders alone or with 

sunflower seeds, or in feeders specifically designed for these tiny seeds.

Annie Laursen 2-year old daughter  
of Carolyn and Drew Laursen
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www.voyageurcountry.com/HundredAcreWoods

Veronica Holman, Inn Keeper

(218) 757-0070

5048 Old Highway 53

Orr, MN 55771

BED & BREAKFAST

Hundred AcreWoods Romance
The Nature

In You

I have been pointing out the different species of birds that visit our feeders to my two-
year-old daughter. To help encourage her interest in feeding our backyard friends, we 
made special “bird treats” for them using bird seed and powdered gelatin, and forming 
the mixture into shapes using cookie cutters. Since the process involves boiling water, she 
mainly assisted in choosing the shapes that the treats would be.

Bird Treats
SUPPLIES NEEDED
• 2 cups Bird seed • 2/3 cup Boiling water

• 2 Packets Gelatin  
(I found this in the baking aisle at the grocery store - a box has 4 packets)

• Straws (cut into pieces) • String

• Cookie cutters • Tray of some sort (I used a cookie sheet)

• Parchment paper/wax paper (so the treats will peel off more easily)

INSTRUCTIONS
Pour the boiling water into a bowl, add the Gelatine, and stir until completely dissolved. 
Add the bird seed and stir until thoroughly coated.

Place your chosen cookie cutters on the parchment-lined tray and fill them completely full 
with the mixture. Press down firmly to ensure the seeds are packed in tightly. Poke straw 
pieces completely through the shapes, not too close to the edge (or it may break when you 
pull it out later on). 

Place the tray in the refrigerator for a couple of hours to allow them to harden. Take them out, 
flip them over (while still in the cookie cutters) so the bottoms can dry as well. Let sit for at 
least another 3 - 4 hours until they are completely dry. 

When they are fully dry and hard to the touch, carefully remove them from the cookie cut-
ters, pull out the straw, and tie a loop of string through the hole. Hang in a tree outside and 
watch to see who comes by!

11
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the Dam 
Restaurant

Come and �nd out for yourself what the best 
Dam Restaurant in Northern Minnesota is like!

Homemade 

soups!◆

Salad 
Bar!◆

Tuesday—Thursday:  11am - 12am
Friday—Saturday:  11am - 1am  
Sunday:  11am - 12am 

218-757-3985
Closest restaurant located to the bear sanctuary!

4247 Highway 53   Orr, MN

Home 

cooked 

pies!
◆

Bear In Mind
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Make sure your ABA membership is up-to-date so you  
don’t miss anything!

Upcoming in our next issue is: 

WhAT’S hAPPENING WITh MOOSE IN MINNESOTA? 
The Moose population is declining in Minnesota. Do we know why? 
Researchers weigh in on their opinions. 

ThE hISTORY OF LOGGING IN MN
Learn all about how life was as a logger during Vince’s time period in the 
logging camps of Minnesota. 

Update your membership online at:   
http://www.americanbear.org/help/membership.html

DON’T MISS OUR NExT ISSUE! 

Do BEARS Hibernate??? 
By Karen Hauserman

Over the years, scientists, researchers, biologists and people in general have referred to 
bear hibernation as torpor,  dormancy, carnivorous  lethargy, and winter sleep among a 
few terms to describe what Bears were doing in their winter dens. Although most people 
referred to it as hibernation, most of them would be quick to point out that Bears were 
not true hibernators. This confusion arose because of past definitions of the term, and the 
fact that smaller hibernating mammals lowered their body temperature to near freezing, 

and they would wake every few days, 
raise their body temperature back 
to near normal, eat, eliminate body 
wastes and repeat the cycle. Most of 
these smaller mammals also had and 
ate from stored food caches? None of 
these habits were shared with Bears. 

BEARS, on the other hand were not 
storing food caches because they 
would not need to eat during their 
dormancy, but did go into eating fren-
zies (referred to as HYPERPHAGIA)  

DNR bear biologists Dave Garshelis & Karen Noyce  
looking in a bear den.

12
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 DONATIONS NEEDED
To help secure the future of the sanctuary, donations are needed for the purchase of  
critical habitat. Lands that are major wildlife travel corridors and bear habitat need to be 
acquired for the security of the bears that frequent the sanctuary. Some of these proper-
ties have already been logged off and some are being leased and could be sold at any 
time. We need your help to fund these major acquisitions as they become available for 
the safety of the bears that visit the sanctuary. Remember the American Bear Association 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and your donation is deductible to the full extent  
of the law. We will provide you with a document for your tax records.

in early fall. They were actually storing fat to be used throughout winter. They did not 
lower their body temperature to near zero, nor did they eat or eliminate body wastes dur-
ing their denning period. Thus the conflicting theories on the subject of hibernation and 
who truly hibernated and how.

Over the decades scientists have studied all aspects of hibernation. During the 1990s 
researchers thought there was a hibernation inducing trigger which brought about hiber-
nation. They experimented trying to induce lethargy in animals by injecting blood taken 
from hibernating animals. In spite of the fact, they were not able to induce lethargy in 
other animals, they did find there are substances in a hibernating animal’s blood that can 
provide additional protection to organs removed from a body.

Researchers were able to prolong the life of a removed pigs heart with this supposedly 
hibernation inducing serum from hibernating Bears blood. Further research is needed as 
this could lead to important contributions to the growing field of organ transplants, since 
it could prolong the life of organs up to 18 or more hours outside the human body. This 
would be a vast improvement over the current 6 hours. This hibernation induction trigger 
consists of a combination of serum derived from a hibernators blood and at least one opi-
ate like substance. Just another marvel of hibernation that has been brought out of the den. 

Through the many different implications of what actually goes on in the den, over the 
years biologists have come to the conclusions that body temperature is only a small 
aspect of hibernation. What now defines hibernation is not the degree of temperature 
reduction but the metabolic reduction.  
They have redefined mammalian hiberna-
tion as a specialized, seasonal reduction in 
metabolism, characterized by lower body 
temperature, slow breathing and heart rate, 
coinciding with cold temperatures and 
food scarcity. Bears are now considered 
highly efficient hibernators. 

Now you can safely say  
“YES, Bears do HIBERNATE!” Bear in a den.

13
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A Special Time–A Special Visit
By Riley Lehman

I am lucky because my Grandma was one of the founders of the Ameri-
can Bear Association. This gave me a special privilege of being able 
to spend a week at the sanctuary. Now no one under 18 years old is 
allowed to volunteer or go down on the ground. There is also ten foot 
rule, no one can’t get any closer to a bear than 10 feet. I think the rule 

was one hundred feet for me, and I had to be within two feet of Grandma, whenever we 
were down on the grounds. I still was able to get closer to Bears than I ever could have 
gotten anywhere else just by being with Grandma.

This special week was when I was about eight years old. I didn’t get to watch much TV, actu-
ally I didn’t get to watch any TV, there is no electricity at the sanctuary. I did not really miss 
TV though I got to see lots of Bears doing all kinds of things. The Cubs were very cute and 
quick. Some of the male Bears were bigger than I thought they would be, maybe because I 
never really saw them before roaming around free. I also got to help get their food mixture 
ready. It was some sort of mix with seeds and nuts in it. It was mixed up in the pole barn 
down near the parking lot. The pole barn was very fun and I got to see lots of animals try 
to steal food, like squirrels and chipmunks. There was even a ground hog in the pole barn. 
I found out there had even been a white bear there a few years earlier, he was a white 
black bear not an albino. In the fall his fur got darker. I heard his name was Halo or some-
thing like that. I also saw that Bears can be really tall when standing on their hind legs. 
I liked the people food also, and I got to choose all my favorite foods to bring up there, 
also a big bag of different snacks for the volunteers.

The night time camp fires were real fun and I got to talk to people from all parts of the 
world, like England, Scotland, Belgium and Germany. It was fun to hear the different ac-
cents. I also got to help mark prices in the gift store. Riding the bus was fun, and so was 
riding in the trucks getting food from the pole barn to bring down to the Bears food shed.  
I learned it was a lot of work to run the sanctuary, but it was fun too because every-
one pitched in and 
helped.

Thank you to all 
the fun volunteers 
who made my visit  
special. I am hoping 
when I’m eighteen I 
can go back and be a 
regular volunteer.
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Photo Workshops
By Tim Halvorson

Back in 1999 John Pennoyer started doing photo workshops for the VSWS to help raise 
money for the bears. He would do several workshops during the summer from June 
through August. A couple of years later Klari Lea (one of our founders) asked me if I 
could work with him to help watch his photographers and the bears to make sure there 
was no problem with the bears getting to close to the photographers.

From then on I always made sure I was up at the sanctuary when John had his workshops 
so I could help him. It felt like I was doing nothing much helping out because all I did 
was stand around and watch the class since I was used to doing the physical aspects of 
working up there. In doing 2 1/2 days for the workshops and actually standing for that 
long can be very physical.

I started doing workshops for the sanctuary also to raise money while helping John out 
too. One of our photographers in several of John’s classes wanted to help out also. His 
name is Eric Tetens. He does workshops also to help us out. So for awhile there was 3 of 
us doing the workshops. John finally stopped doing these a couple of years ago to spend 
more time with his grandchildren.

There are other people that do photo workshops here but it’s their job and they charge a 
lot more because it is part of their income but they do pay us also. Our workshops bring 

WORKSHOP CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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BEARS don’t immediately bounce back from  
hibernation. After they emerge from their dens  

they will spend much of their time – the first  
couple of weeks lying at the base of large trees. 

These are called Day Beds. 

in money for the bears and it all goes to them. Photographers 
also bring in money for our sanctuary and we thank them 
very much. You can come in by yourself and pay for single 
days or several days if you want to photograph with less 
people around.

We are down to just Eric and myself doing photo workshops 
strictly for the sanctuary. I am going to retire doing workshops 
after 2017 so if you are interested in helping us out or know someone who might be inter-
ested give us a call at our office. I can certainly give you more info if you are interested. 
Like I said before, they last 2 1/2 days. They start Saturday afternoon and go through 
Monday evening. They start early in the morning the last two days and go through the 
evening each day until the lighting is too dark.

I want to personally thank John for starting these photo workshops and for Eric doing this 
for us also. The bears thank you for doing this!

WORKSHOP CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Photo: Tim Halvorson.
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DID YOU KNOW there are eight species of BEARS in the world. American Black Bear, Brown 
Bear (which has several sub species) Asiatic Black Bear, Polar Bear, Sloth Bear, Spectacled 
Bear, Sun Bear, and Giant Panda Bear. The smallest and rarest of the species is the Sun Bear, 

they are also the least studied because of their rarity. The largest is the Polar bear.  
The most abundant is the American Black Bear.  
The Brown Bear is the most widely distributed.

Naming of Animal Groups
By Karen Hauserman

Groupings of animals have some very unique names. Some are very common place names 
while others are very unfamiliar. Never the less they are always interesting, at least to me. 
About five years ago I read and believed that a group of Baboons was called a “Congress”. 

It was popping up all over the Internet. At times it seemed quite appropriate and it was a 
fun piece of trivia to pass along. Oddly enough this so called fact was just another internet 
sensation started around 2011 and quickly went viral. But who knows, perhaps they will 
reclassify baboon groups, especially after an email sent to PolitiFacts by Shirley Strum 
the director of the University of California’s Baboon Project. She confirmed that a group 
of Baboons is called a “Troop” but she also added “I would prefer to be governed by  
baboons than the current Congress! They are more socially committed, abide by the  
golden rule and are generally nicer people.” 

Hey–don’t hold that against me or ABA, I am just reporting a quote. Anyway below are 
some of the names given to group of animals. I hope you find it interesting.

ANIMAL GROUP NAME ANIMAL GROUP NAME

Alligators ________ Congregation Crows ___________ Murder

Antelopes _______ Herd Fish _____________ School 

Ants ___________ Colony Geese ___________ Gaggle 

Bears ___________ Sloth Giraffe __________ Tower

Bees ___________ Swarm Hedgehogs ______ Array

Camels _________ Caravan Lions ____________ Pride

Dolphins ________ Pod Owls ___________ Parliament

OK, since Congress has lost Baboons, there is another animal group to be considered and 
is not very well known, but a group of Wives is called a “Nag.”

Now when the male readers stop laughing and shouting “YES! YES! YES!”  
They need to know a group of husbands is called a “Jerk.”

This was a rather interesting and fun article. Look for more group namings in the next 
Bear In Mind. Next time it will be some of the weirdest ones. 
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Grubbies full page ad. 

North Country Inn

Continental Breakfast

Closest Motel Located to 
the Bear Sanctuary!

Wireless Internet

Lake Access/Docking

Air Conditioning

Reasonable Rates

www.northcountryinn.com

Satellite TV

218-757-3778
4483 HIGHWAY 53    ORR, MN
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BECOME A MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN BEAR ASSOCIATION

BASIC MEMBER - $30 a year
“Basic” membership entitles you to an ABA Window Decal
One year’s subscription to BEAR IN MIND, our tri-annual newsletter

FRIEND OF THE CUBS - $100 a year
Membership entitles you to the basic membership package
8x10 Photo and a certificate in padded cover
Lapel pin

SUSTAINING MEMBER - $250 a year
Basic Membership package
Friends of the Cubs package
5 postcards of bears
A copy of “Bear Man” DVD, a video featuring the life and legacy of Vince Shute
__________________________________________________________________

_______ Yes, I would like to become a member of ABA

_______ I am a member and would like to renew my membership

_______ I do NOT need another membership packet to save you money

Please circle level of membership you wish to have:

Basic Membership     Friends of Cubs      Sustaining Member

NAME ______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________

CITY _________________________________STATE________ ZIP ____________

EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________

Please mail your membership notice in the enclosed self-addressed envelope or mail to:

BEARS PO BOX 77 ORR, MN 55771 
Or sign up immediately using our online payment form at: 

 http://www.americanbear.org/help/membership.html

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN BEARS!
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